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siderable metrical skill. Yet in speaking of poetry he is rarely a poet; and a comparison of his patriotic verses with " The Lays of Ancient Rome " is a fair measure of Treitschke's inferiority to Macaulay as a writer.1
On the other hand, one may more justly compare Treitschke's immense and enduring influence, not only in Prussia but throughout the German world, with the influence exercised by Carlyle upon England since 1845,* And Treitschke's influence has gone on steadily increasing throughout Germany until the present day. Treitschke and Carlyle resemble each other in their high seriousness, sincerity, downright-ness and deep moral strength. Do not imagine, however, that there is any further resemblance between them. For instance, there is not in all the seventeen volumes of Treitschke any hint of that broad human laughter which you find in very nearly every page of the thirty volumes of Carlyle. In all Treitschke I doubt whether there is a single laugh.
1 Nietzsche as a stylist might have taught Treitschke much; but against the creator of Zarathustra Treitschke was bitterly and irreconcilably prejudiced from the very beginning of the former's career, when Treitschke wrote of him to Overbeck as " that rum fellow Nietzsche." He even quarrelled with Overbeck because of the latter's sympathy with his young colleague at Basle. His roughness to Nietzsche in 1872 is not worse than Stein's roughness to Goethe, and arose from similar causes. Treitschke divines in the author of " Unzeitgemiisse Betrachtungen " *' the good European " of later works ; and therefore the bad Prussian, the bad German.
3 Carlyle was born forty years before Treitschke, but Carlyle's influence was slower in making itself felt; he was very late in coming to his own in English life, very late in acquiring his reputation* The first thing that gave Carlyle a grip upon English people was not " The French Revolution," published by him at two-and-forty, but his " Cromwell," published at fifty. Treitschke *s influence at the universities dates from fifteen years after that.